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Celebrate the Advent of this New

EBC Newsletter!
By Br. Sixtus Roslevich, 0.S.B.
Editor

elcome to this first edition of the new
EBC Newsletter!

With the Season of Advent upon us, it was felt that December would
be the perfect time of the year to introduce several improvements in
the means by which communications are disseminated throughout
our congregation. One might rightly consider this a new advent for
the EBC. Plans call for publication online to take place three times
throughout the year.

This initiative was set afoot in June 2022 in advance of the convocation of General
Chapter held the following month at Buckfast Abbey. In essence, this newsletter will

take the place of The Benedictine Yearbook. This move coincides with the resignation,
after five years of editorial oversight, by Fr. Alban Nunn of St. Benedict’s Abbey at Ealing
who said that “the yearbook in its present form has run its course.” In addition, he said,
“publishing it online would increase the editor’s work and...without a paywall, it would
mean that there was no income.” Since there is no regular Congregational communication
of information between houses apart from the Yearbook, it is hoped that this newsletter
will fill that gap. It has been designed to be professionally produced, to be published as a
PDF three times a year, and circulated to all those who wish to sign up for it.

Following discussions at General Chapter, a proposal was agreed upon which outlines
four main points as its editorial policy:

Its main audience will be EBC monks and nuns, though others might wish to
receive it.

It will cover news of events in EBC monasteries and of Congregational events.

It will publish obituaries of EBC monks and nuns, and possibly of other monastic
men and women known to the EBC.

It will contain short articles by monks and nuns about matters of interest in the
Church and the world.

The EBC Catalogue will continue to be published every four years providing its usual
printed information about EBC houses. The EBC website is in the process of being
developed further and will continue to be the access point where people go for up-to-date
information on each monastery. With the recent admission to the EBC of women’s houses
in Ireland, Sweden and Australia, we look forward to publishing stories of and about our
houses in all hemispheres. Suggested articles, or articles themselves, may be sent to

me at brsixtus@portsmouthabbey.org. In particular, please send me obituaries of those

recently deceased.

We are being ably assisted in the technical publication of this newsletter and the
development of the website by Michael Luke Davies, from Native Multimedia based at
Buckfast Abbey. Michael is the director of the firm’s film, photography and graphic design
division, while his fiancé, Carol (soon to be wife), handles the marketing responsibilities.
Together, I’'m convinced, we’ll make a great team!

To round out this inaugural issue, please enjoy the wonderful essay written by Abbess
Hilda Scott of Jamberoo in Australia, as well as news from Buckfast, Downside, and Christ
the Word in Zimbabwe.



New commissions

General Chapter established six commissions for the quadriennium and, at a subsequent
meeting of the Abbot President’s Council, monks and nuns were nominated for
membership of these commissions. The following have accepted nomination as
members.

MEMBERS OF COMMISSIONS ESTABLISHED
BY GENERAL CHAPTER 2022

To review the constitutions of the nuns:
Abbess Anna Brennan (chair); Abbess Christa Claesson; Sr Jeanne Bott; Sr Therese
Gilmour; Fr Richard Yeo

To promote continuing formation:
Fr Cuthbert Elliott (chair); Fr Kevin Hayden; Sr Josephine Parkinson; Fr Francis Straw

To review the visitation protocol
Abbot President (chair); Br Anthony Brockman; Fr Dominic Lenk; Fr Edmund Power;
Sr Andrea Savage

To examine the issue of proxies and formulate a proposal:
Abbot Paul Gunter (chair); Fr Laurentius Eschlbock; Fr Richard Simons

To make proposals for the shared period of initial formation
Fr Gabriel Everitt (chair); Fr Chad Boulton; Fr Edward Mazuski; Fr Brendan Thomas

To devise a congregational process of preparation for the election of the
President and his expanded Council; to facilitate the integration of the newly
aggregated communities of nuns; to foster the international dimension of the
Congregation, including dependent priories:

Abbot Robert Igo (chair); Abbess Hilda Scott; Fr Alex Echeandia; Fr Samuel
Springwell; Sr Benedicta White

Additionally, the following individuals have agreed to undertake tasks requested
by General Chapter:

Fr Anselm Brumwell and Fr Laurentius Eschlbdck: to review the Directory;

Fr Cedd Manion assisted by Abbot Paul Gunter: to oversee the development and
approval of the Congregational Ordo and the Congregational Missal Supplement.



Author: Dom Abbot Nicholas, O.S.B.

News from the Community of

St Gregory the Great

After a little over 200 years at Downside
in Somerset, the resident community
left their old home on 12 March 2022, the
day on which they keep the Solemnity
of St Gregory the Great, and migrated to
their temporary new home at Southgate,
which is part of Buckfast Abbey. Here we
have been made most welcome by Abbot
David Charlesworth and the Buckfast
monastic community as well as by their
staff and wider community. They have
given us up to five years of time and the
space to reflect on where we can settle
permanently once again.

Inevitably we cannot make a complete
break with our inherited responsibilities
and with all our roots. Abbot Nicholas Wetz
returns frequently to Downside to oversee
the staff who remain there in charge of
the Abbey buildings and grounds and to
act as Parish Priest until we can find a new
arrangement for the Parish of St Benedict,
which worships both in the parish church
in Stratton-on-the-Fosse and in the Abbey
Church. Our splendid library and precious
archives also need to be conserved and
developed; we are fortunate to have some
excellent staff and an enthusiastic team of
volunteers.

Not all the monks are at Southgate. Abbot
Richard Yeo is fulfilling the role of novice

master for the community at Lurin in
Peru; Dom David Foster is teaching at
Sant’Anselmo in Rome, where Dom John
George, who was ordained priest here on
16 September together with Dom Andrew
Prickett of Buckfast, is completing his

studies with a Licence in Sacred Theology.

It has been good to welcome Dom Martin
Gowman to Southgate. He has been
looking after our parish of Beccles in the
East Anglia Diocese; his departure from
there ends a continuous Benedictine
presence that goes back to the 17th
century and still farther into the pre-
Reformation Church.

At Southgate we have enjoyed the chance
to lead a simpler and more intense
community life, less overwhelmed

by buildings and grounds that were
clearly beyond our ability to inhabit
appropriately. We are fortunate to be able
to join the Buckfast community for the
celebration of Sunday Mass, for meals
and feast days. We celebrate the Opus Dei
and the daily Conventual Mass here in
our chapel in Southgate. Our inability to
practise any significant hospitality or to
welcome any new vocations into the spe
we have available reminds us that we are
in transition. That gives us the impulse

to keep exploring new ways ahead. Our

“ommunity
f

sregory the Great

——— at Southgate, Buckfast Abbey

hope is to stay united as a community
and to explore the possibility of joining
forces with another EBC community. To
help the process we meet as a community
every Tuesday and intend meeting

once a month for a day of reflection. On
our first such day we reflected on our
Oblates and how we should maintain
and develop our links with them as they
live the Benedictine charism outside the
walls and structures of a formal monastic
community.

It was a joy to meet so many members of
other EBC communities who were here

for the General Chapter, and we hope

to keep in touch with you all as we seek
together ways of strengthening the flame
of Benedictine life in a world that needs its
graces more than ever.

St Gregory the Great
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“Pay attention, come to me:; listen,
and your soul will live.”

Abbot Mark Barrett of Worth Abbey was the principal celebrant for the Mass of
Reconciliation on July 13 when the business of General Chapter was suspended for a
Day of Reflection and Prayer. We focused on, and prayed for, the survivors and victims
of the sexual abuse scandals which have rocked the worldwide Church. Sessions
included:

« How abuse and its management have impacted survivors,
« How abuse has impacted us in our communities,

« How abuse has impacted us as a congregation, and

+ How should we adapt our attitudes, behaviours, and
decisions for the future?

Abbot Mark Barrett
of Worth Abbey

The homily honed in on a news item he
had heard earlier that morning, as well
as the day’s First Reading from the
Prophet Isaiah (55:1-3; 6-9). Abbot
Mark made a dozen references
to listening and, with his
permission, we include a brief
excerpt:

Listen, that word which we as nuns and monks wish to spend so much attention
upon, and rightly so. My sadness was that a form of opportunity to enable

children of all ages to learn something of how to listen, to listen to their own

hearts, to listen to their own thoughts, and thereby potentially to become better
listeners for one another’s hurts and hopes. That such an opportunity had

apparently been squandered and lost. As we pray in this Mass for Reconciliation,

we pray that those who are involved in conflict may learn better to listen. We pray
that those who have suffered hurt or been the victims of crime may be better heard by
those who seck to support, to minister, and to listen to them.”

The Abbot President issued the “l wish to thank the IICSA team for their
following statement in response diligence throughout the Inquiry. | also want
to the final Report of the to pay tribute to all those who have given evidence,

particularly the many survivors of abuse. | am truly sorry for what happened,

and again apologise unequivocally to all those who were abused by any person
connected with our abbeys and schools. “The English Benedictine Congregation
has assisted the Inquiry throughout its work and has already implemented a series
of safeguarding initiatives, including safeguarding accreditation of all monasteries
by Praesidium, as part of an ongoing annual review process, as well as a revised
process for admitting new members, and active engagement with the Boundary
Breaking Project. We will now be reviewing the full report, including its findings
and recommendations, as we strive to do all we can to ensure child protection and
safeguarding remain front and centre in our work and procedures.”

Independent Inquiry into Child
Sexual Abuse published on 20th
October 2022.
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Author: Dom Fr. Terence Richardson, O.S.B.

News from the Monastery of
Christ the Word

Prior Barnabas Pham of Christ the
Word Monastery

Like everyone else, the
community here has had to cope
with the COVID pandemic.
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Life in the monastery itself was not
affected a great deal apart from not being
able to welcome guests and retreatants.
The regular round of prayer and work and
community living continued as usual.
Travelling at times was difficult since we
needed to obtain an ‘Affidavit’ from the
local police. But outside the monastery
the pandemic caused many people to lose
their jobs, and some to lose their lives.
The situation has now eased: churches
and schools have re-opened, and the
vaccination programme seems to have
reduced both spread of the virus and its
virulence. However, many people are still
wearing masks, and some shops still offer
disinfection and test our temperature.
The unemployment rate seems not to
have dropped very much, mainly because
tourism has still not recovered. But

here at the monastery we reopened our
guesthouse, and so far, thank God, we
have escaped the infection.

Two years ago Fr Robert, who was the Prior
here, was elected Abbot of Ampleforth.
And since then, two more monks have
come from Ampleforth. We are therefore

a community of four. But the adapting to
new members takes time, as traditions
and ‘the way we do things here’ are passed
on, but we are making steady progress

Zimbabwe

Monastery Christ the Word

in becoming harmonious. For example,
the new members have had to learn to
cope with regular power cuts. Sometimes
these are due to faults on the line, but
more often they are because the power
authority has insufficient generating
capacity and needs to shed some of the
load.

We are fortunate to have a fibre-optic
internet connection. Zimbabwe is only an
hour or two ahead of the UK, so in this age
of internet video conferencing we ar able
to be in close contact with Ampleforth,
participating in Chapter sessions and
deanery meetings, and watching and
listening to talks from the Abbey. We have
also benefitted from actual visits from
Abbot Robert and from other members of
our community.

Apart from a little help in the garden,

we do not employ any assistance. This
means that the monks do all the cooking,
cleaning and laundry, both for the monks
ourselves and of the guesthouse. And
since most of our food comes from our
own garden, the tasks of looking after
the animals, the vegetables and fruit also
takes up a good deal of time. We have
sheep, goats, turkeys, geese, ducks, hens
and rabbits.

Dev 2022
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Monastery of Christ the Word...

This gives us a varied diet of home-grown
and home-butchered food. It is the income
from our guests and retreatants that keeps
the monastery afloat financially.

Our nearest shops are in Macheke,

about 7km north. It’s a small town on
the well-maintained main road (and bus
route) from Harare to the Mozambique
border. But the nearest supermarket and
doctor is in Marondera, another 35km
along the road to Harare. The road from
the monastery to Macheke, including

a new bridge over the river, has been
under reconstruction for some years.
Government finance has not always been
available, but at long last the work is
nearing completion, and tar is being laid.

The economic situation in the country

is still poor. Even people with good
qualifications cannot find a job. One
option for them is to emigrate, especially
across the border to South Africa. Others
(for example, trained nurses) travel further,
perhaps to the UK or Australia. And their
remaining family hope to benefit from the
remittances these exiles send back.

The other option is to stay and try to make
a living here. Though the unemployment

rate is very high, most people without
formal jobs are not idle. In any case, there
is no social security or unemployment
benefit. It has been said that Zimbabwe
has become a nation of traders. People are
either involved in small-scale agriculture
or else they are buying and selling. The
streets of every town are full of people
offering USB connectors, rat-traps,
bananas, dog leads, bottles of water,
mobile phone top-ups, bags of tomatoes,
and indeed anything that people are likely
to want to buy for a few dollars.

o |
\

And there is also a flourishing service
economy. All over the towns there are
home-made signs advertising tree-cutter,
thatcher, roof repairs, plumber, electrician,
panel beater and so on, each one with a
cellphone number to call. It is impressive
to see someone squatting in the street
skilfully fixing the damaged front end of a
car with just a screwdriver, a knife and a
bottle of superglue, and all for just a few
dollars. Here at the monastery there is a
man who regularly comes on his bicycle to
fix our electric cooker and kettles. He tells
us that he wants to branch out into solar
installation.

In the monastery we already have solar
hot water, and also solar panels for
generating electricity with their associated
battery and inverter, so that we are able
to keep the lights on even when our mains
supply fails. Even the poorest families
probably have a solar torch: the sun
charges the battery during the day. Some
torches even have a USB port so that they
can use the torch to recharge their mobile
phone. But most people cannot afford a
full-scale solar electricity installation.

Here, our latest installation is a new
borehole. This is a joint venture with the
Precious Blood sisters, next door. The
water from this new supply will be piped
to our garden and to the sisters’ garden,
and the pump is powered by solar cells.
We hope that this will give us a reliable
source of water for our vegetables.

The brethren in Zimbabwe are in good
heart. We pray for the Congregation every
day, especially for our deceased members,
and we ask you to keep us in your prayers.
You can keep up-to-date with what is
going on here on our Facebook page,
which is updated every week.




Author: Content supplied by Buckfast Abbey.

Celebrating the ordination of two

new priests

Friday 16th September was a joyous
day for Buckfast Abbey and for the
Community of St Greogry the Great as we
welcomed monks and priests from around
the world to celebrate the ordination of
two monks, Dom Andrew Prickett and
Dom John George, to the priesthood.

With the last ordination in the Buckfast
community taking place nearly three
decades ago, we were delighted that
Archbishop George Stack (Archbishop
Emeritus of Cardiff) celebrated the
beautiful Mass of Ordination.

More than 200 guests travelled to attend
the Mass, including fellow priests and
monks from Abbeys across the globe,
including: Ndanda Abbey in Tanzania,
Africa; Subiaco Abbey in Arkansas,

USA; St Meinrad Abbey in Indiana, USA;
Glenstal Abbey in Murroe, Ireland; Douai
Abbey in Reading, UK; Belmont Abbey in
Herefordshire, UK; and Ampleforth Abbey
in York, UK.

The monastic communities of the two
priests and their superiors, Abbot David
Charlesworth and Abbot Nicholas Wetz,
were present, alongside friends and
relatives from Manchester, Malvern,
London, and members of the Buckfast
Abbey and St Gregory the Great
congregations.

Photo: Buckfast Abbey

Commenting on the ordination, Abbot
Nicholas Wetz of St Gregory the Great,
said: “The ordination of both these men
celebrated the culmination of what has
been many years of study and selfless
service. Having started his formation at
the Pontifical University of Sant Anselmo
in Rome, we wish Fr John every blessing
as he returns to study for a license in
monastic studies.”

Abbot David Charlesworth of Buckfast
Abbey, commented: “Following seven
years of service as a monk in the Buckfast
community, and his formation to the
priesthood at Blackfriars, Oxford, we

are pleased that Fr Andrew will remain

at Buckfast Abbey, undertaking priestly
duties for the benefit of our community.

“We rejoice that these two men have
chosen to make this commitment to the
pastoral mission which is so revered by
the English Benedictine Congregation. We
wish them a long and fruitful ministry.”



Author: Abbess Hilda Scott

From where we are

Benedictine Nuns of
Jamberoo Australia

There is a well-loved poem in Australia,
“The Man from Snowy River” by A.B.
"Banjo" Paterson. It concerns the
mustering and bringing home of horses in
Australia’s mountain outback. The poem
begins with the words:

“There was movement at the station*, for
the word had passed around

That the colt from old Regret had got
away”

The poem goes on to tell the story of the
homecoming of the station’s horses.

There has been movement at our station,
and the jubilant word has passed around.
We have joined and been accepted into
the English Benedictine Congregation. We
have travelled a long road together on this

very issue and in many senses we have
come home. As one Stanbrook nun said,
“It only took you one hundred and seventy-
four years!”

The directive of Cor Orans (the document
promulgated by Rome for Enclosed Nuns)
mandated that all enclosed religious
women belong to a Congregation or
Federation. We were not, and had

never intended to be, part of such an
organization. We sought the appropriate
exemption and did so for very valid
reasons. There is no English-speaking
congregation or federation of enclosed
Benedictine nuns anywhere near us.
Australia is not on the route to anywhere
and the tyranny of distance has always
been a given for us. We knew a degree



From where we are...

of fear, as well, because for one hundred
and seventy-four years we have looked
after ourselves. We have ascertained our
own needs; sought our own answers and
largely we have been in charge of our
own lives. Certainly having Constitutional
Enclosure has meant that we have been
under the authority of the local diocesan
bishop but happily, with only one
exception, we have never known anything
but support and understanding in all of
our history. We have been trusted to get
on with our monastic lives with little to
no interference. So, as we saw it, we were
being asked to relinquish the “freedom”
we so highly valued.

We also saw ourselves as being
“Australian” (i.e., slightly different) and
therefore able to minister to the Church
and the People of Australia as they and
we are, in our own unique mutually
understandable way. We feared that
might just be taken from us as part

of a bigger group and we might have
to become who we are not, taking on
customs and practices that are not ours
and in the course of time would prove
counterproductive .

Our request for exemption was denied
and so we began the two-year process

of coming to terms with what was, for

us, a great loss and therefore a matter of
grief. It was also, however, a graced time
of discernment as together we talked,
listened, re-talked, went over the same
ground and finally saw very clearly that
our future road did indeed belong with
the EBC. We made the journey from, “We
are not joining anyone” to humbly saying,
“We want to join the EBC, not because
Rome said we have to, but because we can
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sense there is life there, and the Spirit is
calling us.” We owe a sincere gratitude to
Abbot Christopher and the Congregation
for the forbearance they have shown and
their gentle, undemanding willingness to
let us take our time. The result is that we
in Jamberoo are now proudly claiming
our membership and passing the word
around!

There is an Art History book | once
studied, so long ago now | have forgotten
the exact title, but I have not forgotten the
author’s description of the Renaissance.
He said “The idea of progress yielded to the
idea of arrival”. That was/is our experience
of the General Chapter and our new
membership....., something has yielded.
The landscape and the township are not
yet clear, but we have arrived.

We understand that being part of the

EBC is to be part of a particular, bigger
Benedictine entity. No doubt there are
some things of which we will have to

let go, there will be some sort of shift

and we know very well that this is God
asking us to widen the tent pegs of our
collective heart. This is God inviting us

to trust Him, to broaden our vision, to
join the “Benedictine Global Village’ (to
use a now antiquated term!) and know
life beyond the “station”* We hope to be
able to play our part in the formulation of
Constitutions, in on-going formation, to
tap into the vast accomplished personnel
within the EBC and where applicable make
our own contribution. We hope to meld
our monastic story into the monastic story
of the EBC. We hope to have the sight of
our new Brothers and Sisters at our home,
which they can now regard as their home
too.

Autumn leaves

Already we have strong links with
Stanbrook; three of their abbesses have
spent extended time with us over the
years and always there was a warm
welcome for us in “Old Stanbrook” and
now in North Yorkshire. Stanbrook has
shared much in terms of liturgy, advice
and presence over decades. Furthermore
as a result of meeting so many wonderful
monks and nuns at Buckfast, we feel as
though we now have links and tangible
connections all over the world .We have
sailed into a harbour of true human
monastic hearts and met people full of
enthusiasm and commitment for our
way of life. We have met people in love
with God; people who let the Gospel

and the Rule truly guide their lives. We
saw humility and graciousness, self-
giving and openness. It is said that one
cannot but be touched when one has
spent time in front of an open fire and we
have been at that open Benedictine fire.
Perhaps that is the key for us; it’s all about
forming relationship and going where
that relationship invites us. It’s about
letting that relationship shape who we will
become.

A.B Paterson’s poem ends with the horses
all home and epic deeds recounted “...
And the stockmen tell the story.” We will
be telling the story of the welcome we
received at the General Chapter for as
long as our community has life. Watch this
space, we expect to have more to tell.

*“Station” is an Australian term for an outback

ranch and/or homestead, usually isolated and many
hundreds of kilometres in area. The nearest town can
sometimes be a day’s journey away.

Dev 2022



Please submit photographs of your monastery for inclusion in future issues

The River Dart at Sunset, Devon, England

ike a deer that yearns for running streams,
so my soul is yearning for you.

Psalm 42
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